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“The city of Groningen is 
populated by young, talented 
and dynamic people, who live 
and breathe innovation. We are 
eager to showcase our innovative 
ecosystem as i-Capital, the 2020 
European Capital of Innovation.”
-Koen Schuiling, Mayor of Groningen



GEM OF THE NORTH

WELCOME TO GRONINGEN! 
This gem in the north of the Netherlands is known as a 
flourishing university city, with one of the youngest populations 
in Europe, building on a long and proud history as a Hanseatic 
city. Groningen is also known for its progressive city policy, 
no-nonsense character, non-stop nightlife and huge number of 
bicycles. 
Groningen is the capital of the province of Groningen. Recently, 
Groningen has been in the news several times thanks to its 
fast-growing start-up culture, award-winning scientists and the 
cleanest air in the Netherlands. It is also one of the top 5 cities in 
Europe where the quality of life, education, social care and health 
care are well taken care of. All of the above ingredients make 
Groningen’s residents happy. Need we say more? 

NUMBER ONE BICYCLE CITY 
Groningen truly is a bicycle city: 65% of all journeys take place by 
bike. There are 150,000 bicycle movements in the city every single 
day. With recent adjustments to the infrastructure and regional 
mobility programmes, we keep encouraging the use of bicycles over 
using public transport or your own car. This is how our city remains 
easily accessible!

YOUNG CITY
With an average age of 36.4 years, Groningen is one of the top 3 
cities with on average the youngest inhabitants of the Netherlands. 
Groningen has 232,922 inhabitants, half of whom are younger than 
35.

INTERNATIONAL CITY
Groningen is a popular city for studying. Students come from all 
over the world to follow excellent education. There is a wide choice 
of study opportunities at our top-ranked universities; the University 
Groningen and the Hanze University of Applied Sciences.
Every year, we have more than 80,000 students - of which 10,500 
come from abroad - following study programmes in Groningen. 
Together they create a dynamic city where there is plenty of room 
for a busy social life, in addition to studying.

CITY OF TALENT
The city of Groningen has produced four Nobel Prize winners: Frits 
Zernike, Kamerlingh Onnes, Ben Feringa and Albert Szent-Györgyi. 
Of all inhabitants, 44% have followed higher education. 
Aletta Jacobs studied in Groningen and was the first woman in the 
Netherlands with a university degree.

Bicycle city, the Broerstraat Groningen city
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CITY OF RENEWABLE ENERGY
The football stadium is home to the largest collective solar energy 
project in the Netherlands. In addition, Groningen is at the forefront 
of mobility programmes for electric bicycles and shared cars; all 
municipal vehicles run on alternative sustainable energy such 
as hydrogen and green gas. Groningen has also been appointed 
Lighthouse City, as one of the exemplary cities in Europe for the 
major task in energy transition.

INNOVATIVE ECOSYSTEM 
Our inviting attitude has led to the development of a unique 
ecosystem, built on a strong network of partners working together 
cross-sectorally as most important precondition. The other crucial 
precondition is a well-organized infrastructure; we created a broad 
range of services, lively testing grounds, living labs, incubators and 
platforms. Their purpose is to serve the city’s users efficiently and 
support their innovative initiatives. The result is an excellent start-up 
climate, with over 450 start-ups, and Campus Groningen being the 
fastest growing meeting place of research and entrepreneurship in 
the Netherlands. 

VIBRANT CULTURE 
Did you know that Groningen has the richest cultural offer of all 
the provinces in the Netherlands? There are fantastic museums 
in the city of Groningen. One that stands out with its exceptional 
architecture and is located in the canal opposite Groningen’s 
monumental train station is the Groninger Museum, our iconic 
museum for modern art, fashion and design.

Groningen also offers a wide variety of theatre, music and dance, as 
well as an extensive diversity of galleries! With five cinemas in the 
city, there is also plenty of choice in popular and alternative films. A 
trip to the province offers even more possibilities!

Groningen is also called the pop music capital of Europe. Our city is 
a city of live music boasting hundreds of small stages, too many to 
mention here. There is always something to do!

European showcase festival Eurosonic, a wide variety of 
activities in different environments 3



NATURE IN ABUNDANCE
Nature gets all the space it needs in the green city of Groningen. 
In addition to a lot of private greenery, the city also manages a lot 
of greenery, including 140,000 trees! The canals in Groningen that 
surround the city centre are very characteristic, be sure to experience 
the various activities on the canals to explore the city from the water!
Next to the two large parks in Groningen – and one that is in 
development – there many smaller parks throughout the city: The 
Noorderplantsoen is a park to the north of the city centre, which is 
very popular in summer and an attractive place for ice skating and 
sledding in winter! The Stadspark is a large park southwest of the 
city centre. Here you will find playgrounds for children and a petting 
zoo. The Stadsstrand is open during the summer months and has 
been voted the best city beach in the Netherlands by Lonely Planet. 
In addition, there are a number of beach areas that you can easily 
reach from the city centre. Groningen scores high on the quality 
of life index, partly due to its easy access to nature and outdoor 
activities. Within ten minutes by bike you arrive in the beautiful 
green landscape of the province, one of Europe’s best pieces of 
nature. 

WIDE RANGE OF SPORTS
Groningen is the city of Healthy Ageing. Sports is an indispensable 
part of this. We aim to combine sport and science in Groningen, 
for example in the Topsporttalentschool and the SportsFieldLab 
Groningen, and the first professor of sports psychology. Groningen 
is also a city of top sports, practiced in for example football club FC 
Groningen and Basketball club Donar. There are plenty of options 
for sports at any level!

ABUNDANCE OF CHOICES IN EVENTS, SHOPS 
AND MARKETS
Groningen is a dynamic city with plenty of entertainment, many 
facilities, various activities and events throughout the year. The 
list of the largest events in Groningen is too long to share here, let 
alone the entire list of the wide variety of attractive offerings. Public 
holidays such as King’s Day and Liberation Day are celebrated on a 
grand scale. 
Groningen is a great place to shop. From large chains to small 
boutiques, Groningen has it all. Most shops are within walking 
distance of each other because they are located in the city centre. 
Besides the wide variety of shops, Groningen also has many markets. 
Not only do you find many local and international products here, 
just strolling around these markets is also wonderful. People meet 
each other, have a chat and enjoy food together. 

RESTAURANTS, PUBS AND CAFES: PLENTY OF 
CHOICE FOR A GOOD TIME
Groningen boasts a very diverse range of restaurants. There’s 
something for everyone, offering world cuisine at all price ranges. 
Groningen also has over 575 cafés, many of which are open 24/7: 
you can dance the night away. 

It is with great pleasure and confidence that we announce the 
candidacy of Groningen for the position of European Capital of 
Innovation 2020.

GEM OF THE NORTH

Canal in the city centre of Groningen
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Prinsenhof Groningen
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Remarkable melting pot of Toentje where everyone matters 
and can contribute to society

“Based on conscious social 
entrepreneurship, Foundation 

Toentje connects with a diversity 
of projects that have themes such 
as poverty reduction, shorter local 
food chains and healthy food with 
an impact that can be felt in every 

fibre of society.” -Jos Meijers 
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TOENTJE 
(Little garden in Groningen dialect)

Jos Meijers (with wheelbarrow) and other participants of Toentje

RESTAURANT AS A BUSTLING SPOT IN THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD
Bie de Buuf (at the neighbour’s house) is Toentje’s own restaurant.  
Under the guidance of a professional cook, many volunteers prepare 
and serve the most delicious meals in this restaurant for a fair price. 
It’s also an easily accessible meeting place for the neighbourhood 
and numerous associations.
Started by Jos Meijers, Toentje is a social initiative that cooperates 
with the local food bank and the city of Groningen. The cooperation 
has now been further expanded to include schools, social 
entrepreneurs, businesses and has been embraced by the local 
community. An inspiring place where food connects and so much 
more is happening or will happen!

Toentje supplies 600 households that are connected to the food 
bank with at least 5,000 kilos of vegetables each year. Toentje also 
organizes about 300 activities a year and offers many spin-offs 
such as beer and honey. They actively share their inspiration, 
knowledge and experiences with the rest of Europe.

URBAN AGRICULTURE FOR PEOPLE IN POVERTY
You’re downtown with both feet firmly in the mud and working 
in the fields between the lettuce and many other vegetables and 
herbs that are grown in a sustainable and professional way. We 
produce grateful food that is made available to the local food 
bank for the many households that need it: we are Toentje!

Toentje is much more than a production garden for the city. It is a 
great example of how sustainability is applied to create a local chain 
of food that has impact. It’s a place where learning and working go 
hand in hand and where there’s room to meet each other.

TOENTJE: A GROWING CITY
Working together in the greenery is a wonderful, accessible way 
for people from all walks of life to meet and relax. Toentje offers 
work for people who – from a disadvantaged situation - find their 
way back into society to make a meaningful contribution. The great 
diversity of volunteers, participation jobs and internships makes 
Toentje a remarkable melting pot of cultures and personalities where 
everyone matters, regardless of background, and where everyone can 
contribute to society.

PAST
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OPEN COUNCIL

“Inhabitants take care of the plants and maintain them. When it’s dry the plants will be watered.”

“YOU DON’T SAY NO TO AN ENTHUSIASTIC 
RESIDENT!”
The city council and the inhabitants of Groningen have 
discovered the fun of an Open Council. Residents got the stage 
during the innovative Let’s Gro festival to enthuse the city council 
with sparkling ideas to make a difference in their own living 
environment. 

The Open Council started as a Let’s Gro experiment: a new way for 
the city council to get in touch with residents and give good ideas 
that are created in communities a chance. All eleven ideas were 
adopted and are now being implemented.

LET’S GRO: THINKING ABOUT THE FUTURE 
TOGETHER
Let’s Gro is an annual four-day free festival in the city that aims to 
inspire people to think about the future of the city and the region. 
The festival gives Groningen residents the opportunity to present 
their ideas, listen to other inspiring speakers and meet new people. 
In this inspiring setting, the Open Council has also been given a 
place to allow residents to share their ideas and see how these can be 
realized, with the help of city council.

REALIZING WONDERFUL PLANS TOGETHER
Several initiatives have now been realized. One of the first was the 
formation of communities to bring Groningen residents and status 
holders together to meet, develop ideas and relax. Many of the other 
plans are still under development, for example the ideas for: wind 
trees - mills on the street to generate energy - , a ‘social fridge’ on 
the street - for leftovers against food waste -, a website where you 
can find all the sports and play areas in Groningen, and the social 
launderette – older people doing laundry for students.

Of course, a number of initiatives are more difficult to realize or have 
been discontinued. Even if a plan is less successful, initiators remain 
positive about the Open Council as a way of involving councillors in 
the ideas of the Groningen residents.

ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE OPEN COUNCIL
With the Open Council, we’ve tapped into new energy whereby 
residents become the owners of their own living environment 
and think up and do wonderful things. Open Council projects 
are given the opportunity to be tried out. Most projects are 
successful, whereby the initiative meets a need. That is why the 
Open Council will continue!

PAST
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GREEN PAVING EXPERIMENT

One of the proposed experiments was a wonderful solution for 
dealing with climate change in a densely built, urban environment: 
GrunnGras. It was artist Martin Borchert’s idea to construct green 
paving in places in the city where paving isn’t necessary. Tiles or 
paving bricks in which greenery is given space to grow.

The benefits: greenery brings more cooling, water is easier to get 
rid of during downpours, it invites more insects and animals into 
the city, and it brightens up the streets. Several streets have now 
embraced green paving and also help to maintain the greenery. Let’s 
go greener!

“The city council has enjoyed the past 
edition and is confidently launching a 
new campaign to enthuse residents to 
come up with new ideas for their own 

street, neighbourhood, or community. In 
November 2020, there will be a new Open 

Council! Residents are our cooperation 
partners in society to realize social needs.” 

-Council evaluation report

Vice mayor Bloemhoff (left) planting GrunnGras with Harry Bos (middle right), Martin Borchert(middle left) and other residents of the 
Oranjebuurt

Blooming Grunngras planting

GRUNNGRAS

PAST

PAST
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GREEN WELL-BEING WITH RESIDENTS

Playful projects within the neighbourhood

CLIMATE ADAPTATION
We are increasingly facing extreme weather conditions. In the 
summer, partly due to impermeable surface covering and the 
removal of greenery, it is on average five degrees warmer in the 
city than in the countryside. The increased ambient temperature 
has a negative effect on the health of people, especially the 
elderly and other vulnerable residents. Particulate matter also 
has a negative influence. In short, the absence of greenery has a 
negative effect on health, recovery and human well-being.

Nature suffers considerable disadvantages from paving. The habitat 
of, for example, hedgehogs, butterflies, (wild) bees and insects is 
becoming increasingly limited. Paving also has a negative effect on 
many bird species and bats. 
A lot of stone and little greenery also have an effect on our water 
management. When it rains heavily, we have trouble getting rid 
of the water which can cause considerable nuisance. In addition, 
it reduces the retention of part of the winter precipitation surplus, 
making plants much more vulnerable. It’s time to end the stone age.

GREEN WITH PLAYFUL PROJECTS
In cooperation with local residents, we’re going to make our 
neighbourhoods greener. To this end, we will organize fitting 
projects, such as replacing stones with plants, subsidizing green 
roofs, discounting the purchase of a rain barrel, and enabling the 
creation of vegetable gardens in the urban environment. We will 
also encourage tree garden projects and the construction of facade 
gardens. 

The greening around schools, nursing homes and business parks also 
has our attention. Additionally, the municipality is looking at green 
solutions in the neighbourhood by, for example, constructing new 
ponds and wadis. 

More green and less stone ensures quality in the living and 
working environment, which is good for biodiversity, ecology, 
economy, health and social cohesion. We aim to contribute to a 
healthier living environment for people and nature!

PAST
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“A green roof has some great advantages... 
[It] decreases the temperature of our 

patio and contributes to a healthier living 
environment in our neighbourhood.”  

-René Notenbomer 

René Notenbomer on his roof

Promoting the purchase of a rain barrel

GREEN ROOFS
BRINGING THE TEMPERATURE DOWN WITH FIVE 
DEGREES
Groningen resident René Notenbomer took the initiative to provide 
126 garage boxes with a green roof. Together with his neighbours 
and with the help of a municipal subsidy, they set to work on 
greening a total of 2100 square metres of roof area.

“A green roof can be realized in one morning and the costs are not 
that high. With the subsidy from the municipality, we don’t even pay 
half of the costs,” says René proudly. “Our task is to fundamentally 
increase the amount of green space in our city”, says policy officer 
Marc Remijn. Our Implementation Agenda for Climate-Proof 
Groningen and our Green Vitamin G Plan will help get things done 
in this area. With the support and commitment of our residents, we 
can make our environment greener. Green initiators such as René 
are indispensable in this regard.”

“Because of all the flat roofs it became five degrees warmer at the 
back of our house compared to the front in no time,” says René. 
And during heat waves, which we experience more and more in the 
Netherlands, it’s becoming a real drag. A green roof has some great 
advantages: we can get the temperature of our patio down and there’s 
less noise pollution, because green doesn’t reflect sound but absorbs 
it. Also, with more greenery in the area, the value of real estate 
increases, research shows. Another advantage of greenery is that it 
absorbs particulate matter, which contributes to a healthier living 
environment. And, in the case of heat and extreme rainfall there 
will be less nuisance. Greenery also has to be maintained, which 
promotes social interaction in neighbourhoods, preventing crime as 
a positive side effect. Finally, the tar paper, with all those plants, will 
last much longer.”
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ENERGETIC PADDEPOEL

GOOD ENERGY FOR SUSTAINABILITY
In 2012, a group of energetic and enthusiastic local residents 
from the Paddepoel district found each other in a shared 
ambition to make 1960s homes more sustainable. This led to 
the establishment of the Energetic Paddepoel foundation. They 
started with 30 houses and now the whole district participates. In 
the meantime, they have sharpened their ambitions: Paddepoel 
will be energy neutral in 2035!

Energic Paddepoel has organized its own energy counter with 
consultation hours for advice on energy saving measures for your 
home. Energy coaches can also drop by for more information and 
calculate the costs of insulating your home or installing solar panels. 
Many residents already benefited from this.

The citizens’ initiative Energic Paddepoel initiated or participated in 
many more actions and projects: 
• collective purchasing of solar panels
• participation in solar park projects
• collective purchasing of insulated glass 
• realization of district windmills
• realization of three energy-positive homes - Making City 
• initiative community energy company + heat distribution 

network - Paddepoel Buurtwarmte
• realization of attractive financing offers for sustainable 

investments, also for people with a tight budget.

Energetic Paddepoel works closely with the city of Groningen, the 
local energy cooperative, the water company, brokers, other social 
partners and especially with enthusiastic residents!

Everyone can join in! One person takes part to save energy costs, 
another opts for the environment and a third thinks it is important 
to have a say in energy supply: whatever the motivation may be, 
working together towards a sustainable, energy-neutral community 
is more fun and more economical. 

WORKING TOGETHER WITH THE ENERGY 
COOPERATIVE
Energetic Paddepoel works on several projects together with 
the Groningen energy cooperative, Grunneger Power, another 
residents’ initiative. Energy cooperatives are organizations in 
which enthusiastic residents and volunteers take control of the 
sustainability of their own energy supply and are able to take 
independent local decisions per village or community. These 
initiatives stimulate the local economy, with part of the revenue from 
sustainable energy projects being returned to the participants and 
part being spent locally in a sustainable way. This is how residents 
also become the owners of their own energy future. There are 484 
such initiatives in the Netherlands.
 
MAKING CITY - HOUSES OF THE FUTURE
One part of the Lighthouse EU project, Making City, is to realize 
three standard types of houses that achieve an energy positive 
result using innovative and conventional sustainability measures: 
they generate more energy than they consume! The project is 
a collaboration between the ‘Lighthouse cities’ Groningen and 
Oulu (Finland) that aims to create positive energy communities. 
The experiences are shared with six ‘follower cities’ in Europe.

Participating residents are expected to actively participate, to 
open their homes as an example and to take part in the innovative 
investments. The project is carried out by the residents’ initiative 
Energetic Paddepoel, in collaboration with energy cooperative 
Grunneger Power. 

Residents discuss community heat 

PAST/PRESENT
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WE ARE IN CHARGE
Residents of Paddepoel prefer a heat network as an alternative 

to natural gas, under the condition that the operation does 
not end up in the hands of a commercial company. A survey, 

done with 500 households in Paddepoel-Noord has shown that 
residents prefer to generate their energy from a community 
cooperative. Paddepoel residents are very supportive; they 

want a heat network that is accessible to everyone, including 
people on low incomes. 

Residents of Paddepoel

PAST/PRESENT
WE WANT TO SHARE WIND
At the initiative of Energetic Paddepoel, a group of residents will 
be investing in small windmills with wooden blades. In this way, 
people for whom having their own windmill or solar panels is too 
expensive or who don’t have a suitable location themselves, still get 
the opportunity to invest in their own green energy. The initiators 
are supported in their project by the energy cooperative Grunneger 
Power and waterboard Hunze en Aa’s, which provides the land for 
the windmills. Participants in the community wind turbine project 
become members of a local generation cooperative and invest in two 
small wind turbines by purchasing wind shares.
Due to various factors, the construction of the windmills has been 
postponed. The offered land turned out to be too wet. In addition, 
municipal procedures take a lot of time and crowdfunding hasn’t 
raised enough money yet. A more flexible economic model with 
matching forms of financing is currently being developed. As soon 
as this is ready, the initiative for own wind energy will be continued!

COMMUNITY HEAT IS A JOINT LOCAL EFFORT 
Paddepoel has been designated by the government as a 
national testing ground for sustainable energy. The non-profit 
organization 050 Buurtwarmte wants to build a community 
heat network in Paddepoel-Noord. The knowledge gained 
at Buurtwarmte Paddepoel will also be applied in other 
communities through the 050 Buurtwarmte foundation.

Residents become owners of a joint energy supply. In practice, this 
consists of a heat plant and an underground heat network. The heat 
plant is a building, the size of a house, which houses, among other 
things, solar panels, a heat pump and a storage tank for hot water. 
Through underground pipes - the community heat network - the 
heat flows to the connected houses in the community.
Residents play a leading role at Buurtwarmte Paddepoel and share 
their thoughts in the energy project. After all, it concerns their 
neighbourhood, their street and above all: their home. Together they 
can build a wonderful and sustainable alternative to gas that really 
benefits the residents.

The construction of the heat network is in full swing. Besides laying 
pipelines, this is also an opportunity to - in consultation with the 
residents - make the surroundings climate adaptive and attractive 
with lots of greenery. Innovative, participatory and effective: 
Paddepoel is truly ready for the future!

MAKING CITY LIGHTHOUSE-CITY
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CLIMATE ADAPTATION 
PLUTOLAAN

HEAT NETWORK OPPORTUNITY FOR CLIMATE-
ADAPTIVE DESIGN
Together with residents, the construction of a new heat network 
in the Groningen district of Paddepoel is cleverly linked to 
making the area climate adaptive. In this way, the municipality 
links the goals for energy transition to climate adaptation 
and citizen participation. By carrying out the work in one go, 
there will only be a one-time nuisance for the neighbourhood. 
Paddepoel will be ready for the future!

Groningen aims to be climate-neutral by 2035. To help reach 
that goal, the municipality is constructing a new heat network 
in the Paddepoel district, as a testing ground in the Natural Gas 
Free Neighbourhoods programme. When the heat network is 
constructed, the streets will be partly renovated, which will also 
offer opportunities for the redevelopment of the district with more 
greenery and less asphalt; measures that will make the district more 
resistant to water nuisance and heat. 

SMART USE OF RESIDUAL HEAT
Our heat network in the northwest of Groningen will heat 10,000 
companies, institutions and homes with sustainable heat in the 
future. These buildings will all be able to operate without a gas 
connection, reducing CO2 emissions by at least 55%.
The heat network, a network of pipes through which water flows, 
will be heated by residual heat released during the cooling of servers 
in data centres. The heat will be used via heat exchangers and then 
further heated to the desired temperature using heat pumps. The 
electricity for the heat pumps will be supplied with green electricity 
from nearby solar parks and other sources.

CLIMATE ADAPTATION NOT YET SELF-EVIDENT
When implementing spatial projects, the theme of climate 
adaptation is not always automatically included. This pilot project 
aims to design an integrated approach with - as a concrete result 
- the construction of a heat network that is linked to the climate 
challenge. We intend to develop an efficient work process during this 
pilot.

The wishes and ambitions of various tasks have been taken into 
account in this project. The integral collaboration with the heat 
city and its residents, in which residents even have a role in the 
construction team, is unique for any city. 

An Inhabitant hands over the green wishes and ambitions to 
Minister van Nieuwenhuizen and Vice Mayor Chakor

BENEFITS 
We combine a number of benefits in this pilot: the efficient linking 
of processes and financial resources; the street is only turned 
upside down once, so there is less nuisance; a more attractive living 
environment with lots of greenery and a climate-adaptive design.
We are going to reduce the road profile to make more room for 
greenery and traffic safety. We will also build a rainwater collector 
system with sloping Wadis, and we will plant a wide variety of trees.

The above-ground measures were developed in consultation with 
residents. A construction team has been formed to further elaborate 
plans together with the contractor. Other wishes and facilities in the 
public space such as benches, lighting, electric charging stations and 
possible play facilities are also part of the plans.

With this pilot, we intend to develop and implement an efficient 
work process in cooperation with various parties.  Participation 
and communication processes will be part of this pilot, whereby 
we will use linked sources of funding, aim for cost efficiency and 
the integral consideration and elaboration of area-specific tasks. 
An approach that Groningen is proud to share with the rest of 
Europe!

“This project can be an example for 
the rest of the Netherlands, where they 

struggle with these problems too.”
-Cora van Nieuwenhuizen, 

Minister of Infrastructure and Water Management

PRESENT
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GOOD WATER USE
The largely paved business park Euvelgunne has a mixed sewage 
system through which residual water and the relatively clean 
rainwater end up in the same pipe and are therefore mixed 
unnecessarily. In case of heavy or intense rainfall, this water is 
discharged into the surface water via an overflow. 
To tackle this problem, four companies took the plunge to 
discover the efforts needed to keep as much clean water from the 
sewers as possible by, preferably, taking green measures to make 
the area climate-proof. 

They received a subsidy from the municipality for their efforts but 
were also expected to invest themselves in order to tackle the water 
nuisance properly. And so, together with the city, water boards 
and various funds, they started the Euvelgunne Climate Measures 
project. An approach in which several companies are now queuing 
up to participate!

FROM NEEDLESS TO NECESSARY
Euvelgunne has no separate rainwater sewer. This would only be 
constructed when the sewer had to be replaced. Because the current 
sewer is about 40 years old, it is not yet ready for replacement. In 
addition, the construction of a separate rainwater sewer would cause 
years of inconvenience at a very high cost. Surely there must be 
another way?
By decoupling the rainwater discharge from the sewerage system 
and using the good rainwater in a different way, we would avoid 
unnecessary burden on the water purification system. And 
by decoupling the sewer to surface water, constructing wadis, 
creating green roofs, constructing water-permeable pavements and 
implementing systems that make better use of rainwater, we created 
a climate-friendly mix that provides a suitable solution for water 
nuisance. This prevents clean rainwater from ending up in the sewer 
and contributes to the climate objectives.

Recently developed wadi (water drainage by infiltration) Wadi in full bloom

EUVELGUNNE CLIMATE PROOF
PRESENT

“This project offers a 
sustainable solution to a 

major problem.”
-United Care

GOOD MEASURES: GREAT RESULTS
At the first four companies, 43,600 m2 of paved area has been 
decoupled, 9,000 m2 of which is collected in wadis. A 270 m2 green 
roof was constructed and 1,275 m3 of water is used for cooling water 
and toilet flushing. The inspired participating companies did even 
more; they installed solar panels and even built an insect hotel.
Taking climate measures together is more effective and cost-efficient. 
Euvelgunne is therefore an inspiration for other businesses and 
parks when it comes to dealing with climate measures.
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WORK TOGETHER TO IMPROVE
With the bustling community business at its heart, there was room 
to discuss other important matters with local residents. Plans are 
developed together, and residents come up with wonderful and 
practical ideas and solutions. We work together with social partners 
to make the task of renewal a success. Incidentally, residents do 
not speak of renewal, but improvement! For example, we are in the 
process of renovating existing houses to build new, energy-efficient 
ones. For a good house you can just stay in your own community for 
the same price!
Living is nicer and safer in a green neighbourhood. Here, too, 
residents are actively involved to work on their own plans. The city 
of Groningen is happy to invest in a varied green environment where 
birds, butterflies and bees feel completely at home. The greenery 
will also offer more space for walking, playing and sports. And, we 
will try to make the community more car-free, creating residential 
streets. 

All these positive vibes and initiatives also leave room to tackle 
tough issues, such as poverty, unemployment, loneliness and the 
lack of activities in the community. Our social partners play an 
important role in this regard.
Step by step, we hope to actively involve local residents in 
their growth towards a happier and healthier life and a better 
perspective. Together, we will create a wonderful community 
where everyone likes to live and co-own their own living 
environment and social connection. There is room for everyone, 
also to participate! Everyone in our city participates in society on 
an equal footing and we ensure that everyone comes into their 
own. This is also the starting point for the community renewal 
in Selwerd. We will take all our experiences with us to other 
communities where we want to get things done, together with 
residents.

SUNNY SELWERD

Maintaining neglected gardens together 

EVERYONE PARTICIPATES
With a cordial invitation to all the residents of Selwerd to 
participate, the community business (Wijkbedrijf) Sunny Selwerd 
opened its doors in 2014 in an old school. Step by step more 
and more people felt at home and today dozens of residents’ 
initiatives, projects and numerous activities are housed here, 
actively involving a few hundred volunteers.

The community business exists because of residents and is meant 
for residents. You can tell by the ‘us’ feeling and warm welcome 
when you go there for the first time. Every day, dozens of residents, 
volunteers and participation jobs are busy in the building to help 
with activities, help others and by doing all kinds of jobs.
Everything in the community business revolves around social value: 
helping each other with themes that matter. Initiatives, some 75 
wishes and dreams, arise in the community and find a stimulating 
environment in the community business where everyone helps to 
make the initiative a reality. There is plenty of room for discovery 
and experiments. This place gives every individual sufficient room 
to find their place and develop themselves. It’s all about togetherness 
and involvement!

“My dream for Selwerd is that everyone 
is happy when they walk through the 
neighbourhood. That’s why I’m very 
enthusiastic about the front garden 

project, I like to help residents realize this 
project. We like to turn neglected and tiled 
gardens into fresh, cheerful gardens with 
greenery and flowering plants. That will 

look beautiful, and in case of a downpour, 
the water can easily drain away.”

-Richard Zielstra (48), Community Concierge

PRESENT
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Daan Kingma, Community Director

Road block to allow children to play on safe streets

“If you have a good idea to make Selwerd 
more fun, greener and safer, I will find 
the right people to help you do that,” 

says Daan Kingma, Selwerd’s community 
director since 3 September. “I’m here for 

the residents.”
Sometimes agencies or companies are 

needed to realize a plan put together by 
residents. Daan knows exactly who you 
need to go to, to arrange it, or he’ll find 

out. “Residents can then continue to work 
independently to get it done.”

 -Daan Kingma, Community Director
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WESTPARK: 
GREEN PARTICIPATION

MEETING PLACE AND BREEDING GROUND FOR 
SUSTAINABLE EXPERIMENTS
Westpark was a park without a heart. It was boring, received little 
attention and nobody knew what to do with it. Previous plans did 
not get off the ground. The park hardly attracted people; it was 
a paradise for birds, however.With the arrival of Tuinindestad 
(garden in the city), Westpark was ready for transformation. The 
first activities provided the impetus for change and an ambitious 
plan: Naturally Adventurous. A plan for green participation in 
which local residents and users were invited to take part in the 
redevelopment of their park so that it would once again meet 
all needs. A park that gets renewed attention and creates good 
energy.

Tuinindestad is a citizens’ initiative where people can meet in green 
surroundings and come together to devise and implement new 
ideas. A weekly overfull programme of lectures, workshops, food, 
dance and numerous other community activities ensures more than 
enough hustle and bustle. Step by step, Tuinindestad is conquering 
the surroundings.

Activities for children in Westpark

“Let’s come to a joint redesign of 
Westpark, with close involvement 
of residents from the surrounding 

neighbourhoods as the first stakeholders, 
where we explore and increase the 

possibilities of self-management in the 
implementation process. 

It’s wonderful that residents take control 
and responsibility over their own living 

environment in a unified form. Westpark 
is a park that can come to full bloom with 
a little love. We have already started. Will 

you join us?”
 -Frans Kerver

FOOD FOREST AND MUD DAY
The construction of a food forest has started and the construction of 
Tiny Houses opposite Tuinindestad is expected to start in October. 
This initiative is called Zelfoogsttuin (self-harvest garden). Westpark 
is now about to distribute the first harvest among the participants, 
and there’s a school that now also wants a nice spot near the park.
The flywheel for the new plans is Tuinindestad. Together with 
local residents, all (new) users were gathered to examine the 
reallocation of the park so that it serves the needs. A joint plan for 
the development and management of Westpark will be part of this 
process.

FUTURE
LET’S CREATE MAGIC
Naturally Adventurous is a concept in which all initiatives are 
connected. An adventure trail, winding through Westpark, breaks 
through the straight path structure and seduces visitors to get to 
know the park better. With the winding path as the main structure, 
we can create branches, which provide space for our own designs 
and structures such as a rose arbour, an observation tower, a tree 
house, a human nest, and so on. 

Hundreds of ideas have been collected for inspiration. Anyone 
who feels like it can be involved in the development of the park 
and transform it into a magical place: a park that is a must-see and 
where you like to come back. This is a plan that offers a broader 
perspective to Westpark, with Tuinindestad as a central meeting 
place and breeding ground for sustainable experiments and ideas. 
Westpark is now part of the VITAMINE G GREEN PLAN
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“ALL OUR WASTE IS RAW MATERIAL”
We want to be 100% waste free in 2025. We’re already separating 
59% of waste at the moment and reusing it as raw material. It’s 
time to get serious on the remaining 41%! To this end, we want to 
develop our third, yet to be realized, waste disposal station into a 
Circularity Hub.

The Circularity Hub represents a continuous chain for high-quality 
reuse of raw materials. All incoming waste is qualitatively separated, 
together with our residents. A unique way to get the most out of 
waste!

EVERYONE DOES WHAT THEY’RE GOOD AT
The joint effort to achieve optimal raw material reuse is progressive 
and ambitious. The Circularity Hub offers various functionalities 
under one roof. The waste disposal station, which includes a sorting 
hall, will help us separate items and materials properly. The recycling 
company will also be part of this chain to sort the good stuff for the 
used-goods stores. A repair cafe is logically part of the chain; they 
can bring broken appliances back to life and repair furniture for a 
second life in a household in Groningen. 

A CREATIVE GET-TOGETHER
There is plenty of room in the Hub for circular businesses, creatives 
and start-ups to be part of this breeding ground and place of 
creation: great challenges await them. The Hub will help them use 
their creativity so that they can invent new applications for  old, 
high-quality raw materials and develop new products. A true 
playground for innovations!
Our circular message: Waste is raw material. How can we contribute 
to this together? 

VALUE CHAIN METHODOLOGY AS A BASIS
We use the value chain methodology – a strategic and decision-
support tool used in businesses to create value - as the basis for ideas 
in the Circularity Hub. This enables us to position ourselves as the 
central link where waste is seen as raw material that is eventually 
converted into marketable products.
Along with our partners, we want to use the value chain 
methodology to find new applications for textiles, wood and other 
residual flows. This will enable us to close as many cycles as possible 
in relation to household waste. 

THE CIRCULARITY HUB: A CITY 
WITHOUT WASTE 

MULTIPLE SOCIAL VALUE 
The Hub has provided us with a solution to double visitor numbers, 
process tons of waste and take serious steps to be waste free by 
2025. In addition to extra jobs, it also provides extra workplaces for 
vulnerable fellow human beings. A safe step towards participation in 
society.
The Hub puts our commitment in the shop window to create a 
waste-free society where nothing is thrown away and everything can 
be reused. We involve the creative sector and circular entrepreneurs 
for circular innovations, which will give a major boost to our 
manufacturing industry and district economy.
The Circularity Hub makes us more accessible to our residents 
and reduces illegal dumping. We make both environmental and 
financial gains through qualitative pre-separation. Together with our 
residents, we convey this message wholeheartedly: “In 2025, we’ll be 
a waste-free city!”

We like to share our story and make it copyable for other 
governments. Let’s head towards an optimally circular society: 
waste is raw material!

Promoting recycling of plastic

Teaching children to reuse waste

FUTURE
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CLIMATE ADAPTATION WEEK 
GRONINGEN

TACKLING & ADAPTING, ACTIVITIES RELATED TO 
CLIMATE ADAPTATION 
To demonstrate the different aspects of climate adaptation and 
expertise in the Northern Netherlands, there will be several climate 
adaptive activities. To this end, Groningen and Rotterdam jointly 
offer a platform where science, government and the private sector 
can exchange state-of-the-art ideas. 

Activities include, for example, an Open University in Groningen, 
whereby the University of Groningen, the Hanze University op 
Applied Sciences Groningen, Noorderpoort, the Alfa-college and the 
Global Center on Adaptation join forces to take interested parties 
into the world of climate adaptation. In addition, a design event has 
been launched during which eight design agencies use designs and 
sketches to show how the environment can be designed differently in 
the urban and rural areas of Northern Netherlands where the effects 
of climate change are taking place. Together with stakeholders from 
the region, these agencies will work on making the landscape and 
the city climate adaptive.

Young people will also be closely involved in this year’s theme. On 
22 January 2021, we will host an international youth for climate 
summit, called Youth for Climate Adaptation, organized for and by 
young people. Finally, Nobel Prize winners from different categories, 
such as Peace and Economy, are invited to share their views on the 
need for and how to adapt to climate change.

REGIONAL PILOT PROJECTS IN THE NORTH OF 
THE NETHERLANDS
The year 2020 has been internationally declared as the year of action 
for climate adaptation. On 17 October 2018, former Secretary-
General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-moon, opened the Groningen 
office of the Global Center on Adaptation. Ban Ki-moon chairs a 
global committee on adaptation with co-chairman Bill Gates, of 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and with World Bank CEO, 
Kristalina Georgieva. At the UN climate summit in New York in 
2019, they presented an action programme that triggered 2020 as a 
year of action on climate adaptation. 

During this climate year, Groningen will highlight local and regional 
examples, such as the 2,500 hectares of water storage area De 
Onlanden, which protects Groningen from getting flooded, and the 
saline cultivation trial fields, in which experiments with climate-
proof agricultural products are taking place. Close cooperation with 
the Global Center on Adaptation offers Groningen the opportunity 
to showcase the region on an international stage regarding climate 
adaptation and the exchange of knowledge. 

GRONINGEN SETS A CLIMATE-ADAPTIVE 
MOVEMENT IN MOTION: TACKLING & ADAPTING
This year’s theme in Groningen will be dealing with the effects 
of climate change, culminating in the Climate Adaptation Week 
from 19 to 25 January 2021. Both in the city and in the province 
of Groningen various activities will take place in the run-up to 
and during this week. The aim of these activities is to stimulate 
awareness and action on climate adaptation among the people of 
Groningen.

Climate adaptation is about adapting to the consequences of climate 
change. The consequences are locally immediately noticeable: 
flooding, heat stress and drought. Groningen residents are 
encouraged to act and take measures to respond to the consequences 
of climate change. Groningen will also demonstrate the knowledge 
and practical applications it has to offer to get things done at both 
national and international level.

The Energy Academy Europe 

FUTURE
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Example of climate adaptation week, making your environment green

MAKING A DIFFERENCE TOGETHER
In the second half of 2020, in the run-up to the Climate Adaptation 
Week Groningen, we will have many public events focused on 
understanding and stimulating climate adaptive actions. Examples 
of such actions are small adaptations around our own homes and 
gardens, which can make a big difference. To prepare the city and 
region for climate change, everyone needs to be on board to deal 
with this topic in the long term: residents, policy makers, businesses, 
and knowledge and educational institutions. This year’s theme is 
intended to bring everyone together and take joint action. 

The Climate Adaptation Week Groningen is initiated by the 
Groningen Agreement and the Global Center on Adaptation and 
made possible in part by the Groningen National Programme.

INVITATION FOR THE CLIMATE 
ADAPTATION WEEK 2021

In January 2021, 
the Netherlands will organize the Climate 

Adaptation Week.

 https://klimaatadaptatiegroningen.nl/en/climate-
adaptation-week/.

Groningen will host a scientific summit and a 
youth summit. We have set up an interesting 
programme to show residents, businesses, 

knowledge institutions and international 
guests from other European cities our current 
and intended projects. We aim to inspire and 

activate visitors and participants. Sharing 
knowledge during this week will give us and 
others new impetus to continue to innovate 
and develop climate adaptation projects.

 As i-Capital, we are happy to invite you. 
See you in January, because nothing tops 

Groningen.

21



RESIDENTS’ INITIATIVES 
VITAMIN G GREEN PLAN

VITAMIN GREEN FOR ALL 
Research shows that a lot of greenery in the area makes people 
feel healthier. We also call this Vitamin G(reen): the positive 
effects of green environments on health, well-being and social 
safety. 

There are many studies that show the positive effects of a lot of 
green. The VU University Medical Center Amsterdam created a 
publication on the importance of nature for children's health, which 
includes calculations by KPMG: considerable savings on care and 
labour costs could be achieved with an increase in green space. A 
survey commissioned by De Friesland health insurer also shows that 
most Dutch people think that more nature in and around residential 
areas could lead to savings in healthcare costs and absenteeism costs.
People with more greenery take on gardening more often, although 
they don’t walk, bike or do sports more often. This may be due to the 
fact that exercise in a green environment is more effective; the air is 
cleaner, or because seeing greenery already has a positive effect on 
people’s health.

VALUE OF GREEN
Green adds a lot of value to the quality of the living environment. 
After all, green provides a meeting place and invites exercise. Green 
also has positive environmental effects such as the filtering of air, 
storing CO2, retaining water and providing shade and cooling. It 
creates more biodiversity and brings nature to your home. 

THE CITY OF GRONINGEN TAKES THE LEAD IN 
MORE GREEN
With the Vitamin G Green Plan, the city of Groningen shows that it 
is seriously working on more green in the city. The city aims to plant 
a thousand new trees and create 30,000 square metres of greenery 
every year. Together with residents, entrepreneurs and social 
organizations, the Vitamin G Green Plan will create more, better and 
accessible green space.  

The year 2020 will also see the start of the elaboration of various 
ambitious greening plans for both the inner city and outdoor areas, 
such as the redevelopment of the Grote Markt, the city’s main 
square, of which the planting of trees is a part. Greening will take 
place in public spaces, but also in gardens and grounds. 

GREEN INITIATIVES BY RESIDENTS
As part of the Vitamin G Green Plan, the city of Groningen has 
actively approached its residents to contribute ideas for greening the 
living environment together. A total of 136 ideas have been received. 
These ideas will be further elaborated and implemented together 
with its submitters. 

The commitment of our residents matters and makes a difference: 
they give us new insights and ideas for further greening!

FUTURE

Glimina Chakor, Vice Mayor city of Groningen Tiny house initiative Westerpark
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"We set the bar high. Trees, plants, 
grasses and parks give us attractive 

communities and villages and strengthen 
biodiversity. We are ready to start the 

construction of an ecological connection, 
and in the outlying area we are currently 
restoring wooded banks and hedges. We 

will continue to develop and implement the 
great ideas of our residents so that we can 

continue to make our city greener." 
-Glimina Chakor, Vice Mayor city of Groningen

Garden in the city initiative
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- GOOD ENERGY - 
When you walk through Groningen you feel the energy of the city. It's buzzing with good energy 
and fun. The residents are proud of their city and are eager to make it even more beautiful. This 

gorgeous gem is our city.

- GREEN DREAM - 
Groningen presented a green ambition for the future and invited its residents to submit plans 
to make it even greener, more liveable and more beautiful. Our residents came up with 136(!) 

concrete projects that we will start together. Residents get the opportunity to participate 
online in deciding on policy and implementation in their living environment. With our stories 
and results we hope to inspire and enthuse our residents - and Europe - to work with their 

environment, for a better environment.

- GREEN TEAM - 
As a municipality you obviously have to set a good example. We do so by making our historic 

city centre greener. In consultation with users and the environment, beautiful places in the 
centre will be transformed into a green paradise. With the annual planting of 1,000 trees, we are 

giving the city a strong green injection and continue to work on a healthy dose of vitamin G!

- GREENOVATION - 
In our neighbourhoods and streets, our residents are in control. Together with them, 

entrepreneurs and many other partners, we will redefine our neighbourhoods and focus on 
how we can make our living environment attractive and climate adaptive. More greenery will 
create shade for hot summer days, and with sloping wadis and smart water storage we will 

work on a smooth water discharge in case of heavy rain showers, water that we can use again 
in dry times. Our attention to green is reflected in the involvement of residents to turn their 
neighbourhood into something beautiful. We embrace true ownership and are focused on 

discovering together what works for us, and for the future of our children!

- GREENPACT - 
We are committed and actively contributing to stopping climate change. We continuously 
work on a healthy city for and by our residents; investing in green is an important part of 

that. Together with users, we are going to redesign schools, nursing homes, play areas and 
schoolyards. Everyone, including children, the elderly and the vulnerable, benefits from a 

healthy, green environment. 

If Groningen receives the honour to be i-Capital city of Europe, we will work together with our 
residents to realize the GREEN DREAM.

We are ready to inspire Europe with wonderful stories, sparkling ways of working, inspiring 
collaborations, workable innovations and shared impact. 

WE HAVE A DREAM
TO MAKE GRONINGEN MORE GREEN

I SEE TREES OF GREEN - RED ROSES TOO
I SEE THEM BLOOM - FOR ME AND YOU

AND I THINK TO MYSELF - WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD
-Louis Armstrong's Evergreen
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